《Abbott’s Illustrated New Testament - Philemon》(John & Jacob Abbott)
General Introduction
The notes appended to the sacred text in this edition of the New Testament, cannot, perhaps, claim a higher rank than that of notes on the English version; for although the editors have endeavored to ascertain the true meaning of the sacred record, by a careful study of the original, with a diligent use of the best aids furnished by the researches of modern scholars, both European and American, still the meaning when ascertained, is connected, in the notes, with the language of the common English version, as the design has been to prepare a convenient manual for the use of common Christians in the ordinary walks of life.

The notes themselves, as their designation in the title-page imports, are intended to explain the text in the most concise and simple manner. The work is not meant to supersede the use of the excellent commentaries, more full and extended, which are now in circulation among the readers of the English version of the Scriptures, but to provide one in addition to them, which, being more condensed in its form, is adapted to purposes for which the others were not designed.

In the execution of the work, the editors have endeavored--though they are aware that it is an attempt not always successful, even when honestly made--to divest themselves of theological theories, and to develop fully and freely the import of each portion of the divine word in its order, whatever may be its bearing upon religious systems, or upon the various controversies of the day.
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AT the same time that Paul sent his Epistle from Rome to the churches at Ephesus and Colosse, he wrote this letter to Philemon, apparently an officer of the church at Colosse, to be conveyed by Onesimus, his servant, who had fled from his master, and made his way to Rome, where he had been converted to Christianity under the ministry of Paul. The letter states to Philemon the circumstances of the case, and enjoins upon him to receive his servant again, though not now as a servant, that is, as a slave, but as a Christian brother.
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Verse 2
Verse 2 

Apphia and Archippus may have been the wife and son of Philemon. Archippus is mentioned in the Colossians 4:17, which was sent at the same time with this.

Verse 4
Verse 4 

I thank my God. These words are to be connected with the Philemon 1:4,5. He thanked God on account of what he heard of Philemon's love and faith, &c.

 
 
Verse 8
Verse 8 

That which is convenient; that which is right,--which Christian principles require, meaning in respect to Onesimus, as is explained below. 

 
 
Verse 12
Verse 12 

Mine own bowels; mine own self.

 
 
Verse 14
Verse 14 

Thy mind; thy consent.

 
 
Verse 16
Verse 16 

Not now as a servant; not as a slave. Philemon was to change entirely the nature of the relation which had subsisted between him and his bondman. (Compare Colossians 4:1.) The emancipation of slaves does not at all imply their separation from their masters. Emancipation is simply the substitution of wages for stripes, as the inducement to labor. We are not, therefore, to be surprised that Paul sent Onesimus back to his former home. If the slaves of a whole community were to escape from their thraldom, it would be the wisest philanthropy to send them all back to their wonted occupations again, with the injunction to their masters to receive them, not as slaves, but as fellow-men; provided that there was a reasonable ground to expect, as in this case, that the injunction would be obeyed. 

